Sounding out Hebrew and Greek Words —- HEBREW

Originally Hebrew had only the aleph-bet letters at left;

Name Sounds Like there were no vowels, except sometimes vav and yod
- functioned as vowels, much as the letter Y does in
N aleph silent English.
o} bet b
In the 5" to 10" centuries CE, scholars known as
2 vet M Masoretes added vowel markings (“pointing”) to help
] gimel g readers know how to pronounce the words. Most Hebrew
= Talet 1 Bibles today include the vowel pointing.
= heh h Here are some common Hebrew names. Notice the
vowel points, but don’t worry about memorizing them.
1 vav v Concentrate on the aleph-bet.
j holem-vav oh
. h o= IN ah-DAHM Adam; man,;
! > ur.eq 00 () T humankind
i zaym z oeaN ahv-rah-HAHM Abraham
m chet ch S rah-CHEYL Rachel
0 tet t vay N3 | b'eer-SHEH-vah Beersheva
" yod y Dﬂ% nsj bayt LECH-em Bethlehem
2 kaf k .Pngﬂ yitz-CHAQ Isaac
o) khaf kh 58 jlwﬁ yis-rah-AYL Israel
7 final khaf kh 1.701; yo-SAYF Joseph
5 lamed 1 nbuymy | yroo-sha-LAHM Jerusalem
2 mem m m ' NO-ach Noah
[m| final mem m 58I dahn-ee-EHL Daniel
J nun n <799 dah-VEED David
] final nun n ]‘i QAY-in Cain
o) samech s 59 HEH-vel Abel
v ayin silent :PU, Y ah-Q0V Tacob
2| peh P T2 bin-ya-MEEN Benjamin
2 feh f ] y]j k'NA-ahn Canaan
3 tzade tz 1 HD& ESS-tayr Esther
4 final tzade tz B ;-ms 1.9 yeer-mee-AH-hoo Jeremiah
P qof q - ;A-Tw' a-do-NAT* Yahweh (God)
9 resh r *IMPORTANT NOTE: I'T]TT‘: is the
4] sin s "Tetragrammaton" yod-heh-vav-heh (YHWH); it is
- o h written in English Bibles as LORD or Yahweh or

v shin s Jehovah, and pronounced in Hebrew as Adonai ("Lord")
o tav t or HaShem ("The Name")



Capital / Small Name Pronunciation Greek Pronunciation Meaning
A o alpha a as in father apyn ar-KAY beginning
B B beta b Bartilw bap-TIDZ-o baptize
r Y gamma g as in get vpodn gra-PHAY writing, scripture

vY ng as in English &yyg A0C AN-ge-los angel, messenger
A ) delta d 1600 i-DOO behold! look!
E € epsilon ¢ as in get ey e-GO I
7 4 zeta dz, as in adds Bamtilw bap-TIDZ-o0 baptize
H n eta a, as in gray apyn ar-KAY beginning
©) ) theta th, as in thing Belc the-OS God
I L iota i, as in hit 1500 ih-DOO behold! look!
K K kappa k KeLPOG kai-ROS time, season
A A lambda 1 0YYELOC AN-ge-los angel, messenger
M |u mu m LOVog MOH-nos only, alone
N 1% nu n vov nun now
X 13 Xi X, as in axe eEovoia ex-00-SEE-a authority, power
0) 0 omicron 0, as in pot 080¢ ho-DOS way, road, journey
o |« pi p TOTOWUOG pot-a-MOS river
P p rho r ypocd)ﬁ gra-PHAY writing, scripture
X o sigma S oofBatov SAH-bah-ton Sabbath

C final sigma | s ﬂpoq)ﬁ-mg pro-PHAY -tayce prophet
T T tau t LETAVOLL me-TA-noy-a repentance
Y v upsilon {i, as in German griin | VTOKPLTNG hii-po-kri-TAYS hypocrite
d [0) phi ph, as in philosophy | TpodrTng pro-PHAY-tays prophet
X X chi ch, as in Bach XpLotog chris-TOS anointed one, Christ
bd y psi ps, as in dipstick OyrLog OPS-i-os late
Q w omega 0, as in note éy(f) e-GO |

Diphthongs — vowel combinations
oL ai, as in aisle €veker SikoLoolrng | HEN-eh-ken for-the-sake-of righteousness
di-kai-oh-SU-nayce
€L ay, as in hay n Baoiielo hay ba-si-LAY-ah | the kingdom
oL oi, as in oil oK LOL ma-KA-ree-oy blessed, fortunate, well off
oV oW, as In cow o0TOL ow-TOI they
€V eu, as in feud oL TTwYoL hoi pto-CHOI the poor in spirit
TG TVEVUATL toe PNEU-ma-ti
ov 00, as in soup 1 Bootielo TAV hay ba-si-LAY-ah | the kingdom of the heavens
of)pow(f)v tone oo-ra-NOHN

uL we, as in queen | vloL Oeod hwee-OlI the-OO sons of God




Try These — Sound out the words
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