
      

  

Sounding out Hebrew and Greek Words – HEBREW 
 

 
 Name Sounds Like 

a aleph silent 

B bet b 

b vet v 

g gimel g 

d dalet d 

h heh h 

w vav v 

A holem-vav oh 

W shureq oo (u) 

z zayin z 

x chet ch 

j tet t 

y yod y 

K kaf k 

k khaf kh 

$ final khaf kh 

l lamed l 

m mem m 

~ final mem m 

n nun n 

! final nun n 

s samech s 

[ ayin silent 

P peh p 

p feh f 

c tzade tz 

# final tzade tz 

q qof q 

r resh r 

f sin s 

v shin sh 

t tav t 
 

Originally Hebrew had only the aleph-bet letters at left; 
there were no vowels, except sometimes vav and yod 
functioned as vowels, much as the letter Y does in 
English.   
 
In the 5th to 10th centuries CE, scholars known as 
Masoretes added vowel markings (“pointing”) to help 
readers know how to pronounce the words. Most Hebrew 
Bibles today include the vowel pointing. 
 
Here are some common Hebrew names.  Notice the 
vowel points, but don’t worry about memorizing them. 
Concentrate on the aleph-bet. 
  

~d'a' ah-DAHM Adam; man; 
humankind 

~h'r'b.a; ahv-rah-HAHM Abraham 

lxer' rah-CHEYL Rachel 

[b;v, raeB. b’eer-SHEH-vah Beersheva 

~x,l'( tyBeî bayt LECH-em Bethlehem 

qx'c.yI yitz-CHAQ Isaac 

laer'f.yI yis-rah-AYL Israel 

@seAy yo-SAYF Joseph 

 ~il;v'Wry> y’roo-sha-LAHM Jerusalem 

x;nO NO-ach Noah 

laenID' dahn-ee-EHL Daniel 

 dywID' dah-VEED David 

!yIq; QAY-in Cain 

lb,h, HEH-vel Abel 

bqo[]y y'ah-QOV Jacob 

!ymiy"n>bi bin-ya-MEEN Benjamin 

![;n"K. k'NA-ahn Canaan 

rTes.a,  ESS-tayr Esther 

Why"ßm.r>yI yeer-mee-AH-hoo Jeremiah 

hw"hy> a-do-NAI* Yahweh (God) 

  *IMPORTANT NOTE: hw"hy> is the 
"Tetragrammaton" yod-heh-vav-heh (YHWH); it is 
written in English Bibles as LORD or Yahweh or 
Jehovah, and pronounced in Hebrew as Adonai ("Lord") 
or HaShem ("The Name") 



    

  

 
Capital / Small Name  Pronunciation Greek  Pronunciation Meaning 
A a alpha a as in father avrch,  ar-KAY beginning 
B b beta b  bapti,zw bap-TIDZ-o baptize 
G g 

gg 
gamma g as in get 

ng as in English 
grafh, 
a;ggeloj 

gra-PHAY 
AN-ge-los 

writing, scripture 
angel, messenger 

D d delta d ivdou, i-DOO behold!  look! 
E e epsilon e as in get evgw, e-GO I  
Z z zeta dz, as in adds bapti,zw bap-TIDZ-o baptize 
H h eta ā, as in gray avrch,  ar-KAY beginning 
Q q theta th, as in thing qeo,j the-OS God 
I i iota i, as in hit ivdou, ih-DOO behold!  look! 
K k kappa k kairo,j kai-ROS time, season 
L l lambda l a;ggeloj AN-ge-los angel, messenger 
M m mu m mo,noj MOH-nos only, alone 
N n nu n nu,n nun now 
C x xi x, as in axe evxousi,a ex-oo-SEE-a authority, power 
O o omicron o, as in pot òdo,j ho-DOS way, road, journey 
P p pi p potamo,j pot-a-MOS river 
R r rho r grafh, gra-PHAY writing, scripture 

S s 
j 

sigma 
final sigma 

s 
s 

sa,bbaton 
profh,thj 

SAH-bah-ton 
pro-PHAY-tayce 

Sabbath 
prophet 

T t tau t meta,noia me-TA-noy-a repentance 
U u upsilon ü, as in German grün ùpokrith,j hü-po-kri-TAYS hypocrite 
F f phi ph, as in philosophy profh,thj pro-PHAY-tays prophet 
C c chi ch, as in Bach Cristo,j chris-TOS anointed one, Christ 
Y y psi ps, as in dipstick o;yioj OPS-i-os late 
W w omega o, as in note evgw, e-GO I  

 
Diphthongs – vowel combinations  
 

ai ai, as in aisle e[neken dikaiosu,nhj HEN-eh-ken  
di-kai-oh-SU-nayce 

for-the-sake-of righteousness 

ei ay, as in hay  h` basilei ,a hay ba-si-LAY-ah the kingdom 
oi oi, as in oil maka,rioi ma-KA-ree-oy blessed, fortunate, well off 
au ow, as in cow au vtoi. ow-TOI they 
eu eu, as in feud oì ptwcoi.  

tw/| pneu ,mati  
hoi pto-CHOI 
toe PNEU-ma-ti 

the poor in spirit 

ou oo, as in soup h` basilei,a tw/n 
ou vranw/n 

hay ba-si-LAY-ah 
tone oo-ra-NOHN 

the kingdom of the heavens 

ui we, as in queen ui `oi. qeou/ hwee-OI the-OO sons of God 
 



    

  

Try These – Sound out the words 
 
Hebrew 
 

rTes.a,    

hr"Þf'   

~d'a'   

qd,c,-yKil.m;   

~x,l'( tyBeî   

~h'r'b.a;   

lxer'   

~Alv'   

@seAy   

bqo[]Y:   

hn"Ay   

dwID'   

lWav'   

laer'f.yI   

 
Greek 
 
Melcisedek   

Cristo,j   

 Solomw,n   
bapti,zw   

r`abbi,    
VIsaa,k   
VIakw,b   
VIwsh,f   
Daui,d    
~Rou,q   

Babulw,n   
Nazare,t   
Galilai,a   
VIsrah,l   

 
  


